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May the Irish hills caress you; 

may her lakes and rivers bless you; 

may the luck of the Irish enfold you; 

may the blessings of Saint Patrick, behold you. 
 

Dear Parents 
 

Tomorrow 17th, March we will celebrate the feast day of our schoolôs Patron Saint, St Patrick. He is such 
an interesting man to learn about and his association with the Irish people, combined with the  
enormous contribution the Irish convicts and settlers had on the establishment of the first  
colony  makes him particularly significant  to us. 
 

The Saint Patrickôs Lorica is often associated with St Patrickôs ministry in the 5th Century and  is a  
Christian hymn incorporating old Irish Lyrics. ñThe Lorica is an ancient Gaelic prayer attributed to St. 
Patrick and is an invocation to the Holy Trinity, usually recited in the morning. In the early Irish Church, 
loricas were numerous; some were written in Gaelic and some in Latin. In fact, the word, Lorica, is  
Latin, meaning shield or breastplate.ò (Catholic tradition.org) 
 

The verse below  is particularly well known and it reminds us of the presence of Christ in every aspect 
of our existence.  As we read this prayer and celebrate St Patrickôs Day together let us remember to 
always rise to the challenge of being Christ-like people, with and for each other, and in this regard  
continue to demonstrate  the qualities we wish our children to aspire to.  Let us continue to remember 
to strive to be people of compassion, mercy, faith and love. People of courage, resilience and respect. 
People who stand up for the poor and marginalized, non judgemental and peace seeking.  Let us try to 
be a school community that seeks to understand the other, with patience and care. To offer assistance 
to those in need and to demonstrate gratitude on a daily basis. Let us practise forgiveness with each 
other and avoid being drawn into gossip and innuendo which can be so damaging - not only to others 
but to ourselves. Let us work together - here at St Patrickôs School Parramatta - to embody the words 
below. 

 

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me,  
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ on my right, Christ on my left, 

Christ in breadth, Christ in length, Christ in height, 
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of every man who speaks of me, 

Christ in every eye that sees me, 
Christ in every ear that hears me. 

 

God Bless you and your families 

Bernadette Fabri 
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.ƻǳƴŀǎǎƛŦ CŀƳƛƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
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