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SCHOOL MAGAZINES

Dear Parents

This year, as part of our aim to increase the reading frequency for students and thus reading outcomes, all children in Yrs
3 to 6 will be given their own series of school magazines.

Research informs us that:

iGood readers read considerably more than the poor reader sodbot
readers' growth in some reading and writing skills. Poor readers tend to become poor writers. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2012
APA, all rights reserved)Oo

It is our aim that this format of reading ie School Magazines, will encourage even the most reluctant of readers, as well as
excite those that love reading. They incorporate a wide mix of literary genres: poetry, plays, short stories and tales, as
well as procedures, reports, features, profiles, book reviews and extracts, cartoons, comic strip serials, activities, puzzles
and competitions, readers' letters and emails. There is something for everyone!

Please find below some details of the issues.

Countdown : Meet the Countdown crew and read part one of an exciting new serial that sees our
crew sailing into danger. Find out some interesting facts about parrots, perform a play with a cast
of feathery characters and search for birds in this month's find-a-word. There's also some
fantastic poetry and a magical story about kites. (7-9 yrs)

Blast Off : Jools and Vern share a hilarious story about a smelly dog, a poem about two orange
cats as well as some fascinating facts about th
why our hands are so 6éhandy’', Il earn how to dra
bad guys, and sharpen up your rapping skillsd there's a play to perform! (9-10yrs)

Orbit : The first issue of Orbit will have you hanging with flying foxes, searching for hidden words,
reading about hungry washing machines and listening out for that master mimicd the spangled
drongo! Take a sneak peek at this month's terrific Bookshelf title, and see if you can solve the
mystery of the beeping at dawn. (10- 11yrs)

Touchdown : Ever wondered why diamonds sparkle? Find out the answer to this, and many other
questions, in a fascinating article about these precious gems. Visit New York's Metropolitan
Museum of Art, and help Pencils D Barrymore find hidden New York words. Read a touching
story about a magical garden, perform a side-splitting play and immerse yourself in some
beautiful poetry. (11+yrs)

For your information there are 10 issues per year for every child and we have provided all children with a folder to keep the issues
clean and organised. The cost of the magazines have been incurred by the school from funds raised and augmented with school funds.
The students will use the magazines at school but they will also be able to take them home for their enjoyment. Can you please
support the teachers by ensuring that the children bring the magazines to school every day and look after them so that we do

not have lost folders of magazines. = We are unable to replace lost magazines. As always the school is interested in your feedback
once the children have started using this very valuable resource.

God Bless you and your Family

Bernadette Fabri

Principal
Ph: 02 9630 1421 Office hours 8.30am 3.30pm
Villiers Street, Parramatta NSW 2150 stpatricksparra@parra.catholic.edu.au

Po Box 2308, North Parramatta NSW 1750 www.stpatsparra.catholic.edu.au
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The Honour Award is awarded to the child

who demonstrates outstanding ¢KS {04 tFrGNAOlIQA F4FNR A

behaviour shown in the Student Charter their life through Faith in Action

3L Kiara Haddad 3L Anthony Khouri

3T Savannah Chiha 3T Evelyn Gereige

4B Angelina Agabani 4B Jade Takchi

4G Josef Chedid 4G Harrison Chidiac

5C Afia Mundanmany Babu 5C Daniel Takchi

5T Chanel Nader ST Adrian Pangan

6P An Le 6P Mikayla Urizar

6W Joseph Kalouche 6W Grace Doumit

QUALITY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS SURVEY -21st March to Friday 1st April
EXTENDED TO 5TH APRIL 5.00PM

This week and next week a group of 60 randomly selected parents from Kindergarten to Year 6 have been invited to give
the school feedback throughthe Qual ity Cat hol i ¢ Sc hfopadkagd witll iGsCUStjons Fasr sernt ome
on Monday 21st March with the children. The children in Years 5 and 6 will be completing their survey at school online.
Staff responses also form part of the data and when compiled gives the school an indication on how various members of
our community think about aspects of:

1. cultural behaviour
2. relationships
3. learning community.

The topics within these aspects include;

. Social Justice

Opportunity for Parents
Behaviour of Staff

Classroom Behaviour
Connectedness to Peers
The extent to which parents believe their children are Student Motivation
developing effective social skills. The extent to which parents see their children
. The extent to which parents believe their children wanting to be at school. General Satisfaction
have positive relationships with other students.

) School Improvement
Catholic Parish Involvement Learning Focus, ° Approachability
Extra-Curricular activities such as  Trisklls, e Teacher Morale
involvement of the choir in CAPTIVATE, Footsteps e Parent Input
dance, Life Education, Moran Photographic Work- e Stimulating Learning
shop for Primary Students etc o Behaviour Management
Homework o Reporting
Social Skills o Transitions
Connectedness to School o Student Safety
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As you can imagine obtaining information/feedback on atl|l
can indicate to us what we are doing well and what areas of development need to have greater focus. It is also important

to reinforce that all responses are completely confidential and that individual responses will never be released to

the school, CEDP or any other third party.

I know that completing surveys can be time consuming but | do make a special appeal to any parents who received a
package this week to participate in this survey, as your contributions are very important to us and are used to represent the
wider parent community. A summary of the results of the survey will be communicated to all parents when they are collated
and analyzed. All schools in the Parramatta Diocese are involved in the QCS Survey which will take place from Monday
21st March to Friday 5th April



ATTENDANCE/ABSENCES
| KAt RNBY | NB NBIljdZANBR o6& tS3ratriazy G2 FGGSYyR aOKz2sentes SI OF
from school. For this reason if your child is unable to attend school, a note must be sent the day the child returns! givsnigahe
NBIaz2zy T2N) 4KS 1 6aSyOSo ¢KAa OFly 6S R2yS o0& fSGGSNI 2N oeé o
The absence needs to be explained within 7 days of the absence or it will be changed to unexplained and cannot be alteeed if
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