
St Patrick’s Primary School Newsletter 

3rd May 2018 Term 2 Week 1 

 

 

 

 

2018 

Dates to Remember 

Term 2 

May 

Week 2 

Tuesday 8th   Mother’s Day Stall 

Friday 11th May Mother’s Day Mass  

   9.15am  

   St Patrick’s Cathedral 

   Mother’s Day Raffle will 

   be drawn after recess 

   (approx. 11.30am)  

   

   Mother’s Day Evening 

   7.30pm 

Week 3 

Tuesday 15th  NAPLAN 

   Lang/Writing 

Wednesday 16th NAPLAN 

   Reading 

Thursday 17th  NAPLAN 

   Numeracy 

Friday 18th   NAPLAN 

   Catch up 

   Infants Assembly—Kindy 

   2.15pm—School Hall  

Week 4 

Thursday 24th  Family Fun afternoon  

Friday 25th  Primary Assembly—Yr 5 

   2.15pm—School Hall 

 Week 5 

Tuesday 29th  Stage 3 Girls Soccer  

   Gala Day 

 

St Patrick’s Current Attendance Level = 92.3% 

K = 91.2% 3 = 93.5% 

1 = 94.9% 4 = 96.7% 

2 = 87.6% 5 = 95.0% 

 6 = 86.7% 

Dear Parents,  
 
Welcome back to Term 2! I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable time 
with your family during the term break. We have another very busy term 
coming up, and wish Ms Fabri a wonderful break as she spends some  
special time with her family. 
 
On Monday 30th April, the staff gathered for a Staff Development Day at 
Aengus Kavanagh Centre in Mt Druitt. The day consisted of activities which 
explored the key ideas relating to geometric and spatial  
reasoning through the use of ‘hands on’ activities with practical implications 
for the classroom.  Teachers found themselves back in the classroom and 
were challenged to develop their use of spatial language and visualisation. 
All staff are excited to share what they have been learning with their  
students throughout the term. 
 
On Tuesday 8th May the school will be undergoing  the process of Peer 
Review. All schools in the Diocese of Parramatta undertake Peer Review 
every year: The school was informed last month of the date and was later 
informed of the key sample areas to  be audited. This year, the curriculum 
documents the school will be presenting are, Religious Education and  
Creative Arts with the focus on Stage 1, Year 1 and Year 2. 
 
By way of further explanation: 

Peer Review is a key part of the School Compliance audit  
process which allows all schools to view, assess and provide critical 
feedback on the curriculum presented by the school being  
reviewed. 

This model of Peer Review has been approved by the NSW  
Education Standards Authority ( NESA ) in 2014 for the  
registration period (2015-2019) and is unique to Catholic Education 
Diocese of Parramatta (CEDP) in the current form and structure of 
implementation. 

Catholic Education, Diocese of Parramatta OSCAR portal 

Other areas audited during this period include; Attendance, timetables, 
Working with Children Checks, Child Protection matters, Teacher  
Accreditation and Complaints and Grievances management. 

The staff representing the school for Peer Review this year are: Mrs  
Masefield, Ms Onorato, Ms Azar and Mrs Daou. They will be accompanied 
by Mrs Standring in her capacity as Acting Assistant Principal and myself. 

 
God bless you and your family 
Elly Benkovich 
Acting Principal 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Happy Birthday to the 
following children who 
will celebrate their  
birthday in the coming 
week: 
Gabriel Rahme &  
Christiana Kalouche 

CONGRATULATIONS - TERM ONE 100% ATTENDANCE 

 
Congratulations to the following  boys and girls who were able to attain 100%  
attendance In Term 1, 2018.  

 First Name Last Name  First Name Last Name 
Phillip Ayoub  Talia Kalouch 

Rafaella Bautista  Christiana Kalouche 

Jessica Bechara  Gabriel Kalouche 

Josh Blanquera Pangan  Alisha Katafono 

Angelina Bounassif  Mia Kerr 

Jake Buxton  Matthew Khreich 

Vincent  Camenzuli  Anthony Malek 

Carl Cauan  Zachariah McPherson 

Ray Chen  Eimear Mitchell 

Isabella  Dang  Lachlan Moore 

Troy Daniel  Isabella Moses 

Alessandra De Guzman  Evangeline Polintan 

Tara DiChio  Alicia Remaili 

Callum Donaldson  Nicholas Reyes-Mangabat 

Christian Donaldson  Noah Reyes-Mangabat 

Lucia El Hani  Jasmine Rizk 

Sebastian El Hani  Brandon Roque 

Crista-Nicole Gahdmar  Olivia Saab 

Sophie Gahdmar  Christian Sarkis 

Daniella Gereige  Elijah Skaf 

Christian Golossian  Germain Toledo 

Mia Golossian  Alberto Joshua Ty 

Sienna Golossian  Gabriella Volante 

Cedric Guino  Katerina Yannakis 

Zachary Haddad  Panayioti Yannakis 

Alexandriya Izmestyeva  Isabella Younes 

Araminta Jackson  Ethan Zaiter 

Liam Jocson  Kenneth Zhang 

Adam Jurisic  Olivia Zhang 

Daniel Jurisic    

ATTENDANCE LETTERS (<90%) 
 

Dear Parents 
 

Next week the office will be sending out the attendance information alerts 
to parents of children whose attendance data is <90%. This includes  
children whose absence is due to illness or leave for example. As  
explained previously the school understands that some leave cannot be 
helped especially when children are sick. The school appreciates parents 
not sending sick children to school as this is an important aspect of 
health management. The school is however obliged to keep parents  
informed of their child’s attendance data, especially when it reaches the 
under 90% mark. If you have any questions regarding attendance please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

Regards 

Elly Benkovich 



Birthday Song Acknowledged Fridays 
 
As we are now only having limited Friday afternoon assemblies it has come to our notice that some 
students are missing out on having their birthday acknowledged through the Birthday Song. In order to 
rectify this we will start singing the Birthday song for all students who have celebrated their birthday in 
a particular week at Friday morning assembly. 

Winter Uniform 
Changeover 

The children can  
continue to wear their 
summer uniforms. At 
this stage we will be 
changing to winter  
uniform at the  
beginning of Week 4, 
21st May, however with 
such unpredictable 
weather winter uniform 
can be worn prior to this 
date. When wearing  
either winter or summer 
uniform, it requires  
students to be in full 
school uniform eg boys 
winter long pants, long 
sleeve shirt and tie.   

Save the date: Family Day 

Bishop Vincent recently announced the inaugural ‘Family Day’ for the Diocese of Parramatta. The  
emphasis of the day is to acknowledge the importance of family and raise fund for CatholicCare, the  
organisation in our diocese which offers many services in support of families. 

On 24 May, we are hosting a ‘Family Fun Afternoon’ where all families are invited to enjoy a picnic 
lunch followed by an afternoon of playing your favourite family board game. Students are invited to 
wear mufti clothes (casual clothing, including in closed shoes) for a gold coin donation. All donations 
will go towards raising funds for CatholicCare. Lunch will start at 1:30, followed by board games from 
2:00. More information will be provided closer to the day. 

 

We are looking forward to celebrating this special day with you. 

 



Sports Days for Term 2 
 

Children  will be required to wear their sports uniforms  on the following days for Term :- 

KA Thursday  1S Friday  3L Thursday   4G Wednesday     6P Wednesday  

KM Friday   2M Wednesday  3T Thursday   5C Friday      6W Wednesday 

1C Thursday  2Y Thursday  4B Wednesday   5T Friday    

CONGRATULATIONS JOSEPH!!  

On the 2nd of May I trialled for the boys and girls opens rugby union team. This was a fun day  
trying my hardest across 4, 15 minute games. But having experience from last year playing union 
and making reps for club, I made the cut and now I'm going to Forbes for the MacKillop trials. This 
is a two day event and I’m looking forward to it. I also really recommend everyone who plays a 
sport to try out for it and give it your best!!! Thank you Joseph Romanos 6P 

 
 
 
 

Hello there parents and students, I am Isla; your PDHPE  
leader for 2018. I hope you all had a great and exciting  
holiday and participated in sports or kept healthy. This term 
students in primary will have the opportunity to trial for the 
soccer gala day, Mr Younis has been training us so we can 
have as best of an opportunity to get selected. Also on Tuesday 1st May, 37  
students participated in cross country unfortunately none of us made it in any 
further.  

 
Now to end with a joke, 
Why did Cinderella not make it to the soccer team? 
Because she kept on running away from the ball! 
 
Good luck and goodbye 
Isla Giron, PDHPE leader 
 
On the 1st May some students went to the diocesan cross 
country to participate in either a 2 km or 3 km race versing 
against over 100 other students from different schools. They 
all tried their hardest and we all showed great team spirit   
supporting each other. We thank all the parent helpers and 

teachers who went and helped, we couldn't have done it without you guys. We had a great time 
and would love to go again next year and make it to the next level.  
 
Luke Takchi, PDHPE leader 

From our Leaders  

Dear Parents,  

Have you ever wanted to try Maths tug-o-war? Do you know how to structure and restructure a collection? 
Can you use the bead string to show difference? Are you a ‘number buster?’  

If you would like to experience some of these activities and see how the Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2  
students are challenged in Mathematics then please attend our ‘St Patrick’s Infants Maths Information 
Evening’. 

Date:  Wednesday May 16th 2018 

Time : 7:00 -8:00pm 

Venue:  TBA ( depending on numbers) 

We kindly request that the students do not attend the evening as the information is designed for parents who wish to know more 
about how Mathematics is taught at St Patricks.  

Mrs Barclay 
Numeracy Coordinator 



Year 2 Parents are hosting a special ‘ Ladies Night In’ to celebrate all our wonderful Mothers 

and Carers. The night will be filled with lots of surprises. Please find the details below and 

make sure you return your RSVP slip that you should have received this week. 

                                   MOTHERS DAY STALL 

On Tuesday 8th May 2018 the children will be able to purchase gifts with prices ranging from $1.00 

to $7.00.  Please note that while we have endeavoured to have a mix of gifts, numbers are limited; 

each child will be able to purchase 2 gifts and receive 1 complimentary bag. Should there be gifts left 

over at the end children will be invited to purchase additional gifts. Please send small  

denominations of money (to assist with change) and make sure your child’s money is in a secure 

wallet or zip lock bag with their name on it.   

 
                         MOTHERS’ DAY CELEBRATIONS INVITATION 

 

A special invitation is sent to all mothers and mother figures to join us on 11 May at 9.30am as we celebrate the beautiful gift 
of mothers. It is a wonderful opportunity for our community to praise and thank our God for these special women whose  
nurturing, motherly love shows us a glimpse of the great love God has for us all. It is also a beautiful way to acknowledge all 
the things our mothers do for our school community. We look forward to celebrating with you. 

 

                        MOTHERS DAY RAFFLE 
 

This week and next week some of our Yr 6 students will be selling raffle tickets for our much  
anticipated Mother’s Day Raffle. This is an exciting event for our students and the raffle will be drawn on Friday 11 May after 
recess. We have some mums sourcing more prizes and are always willing to accept donations from anyone who is in a  
position to contribute. Tickets will be sold before and after school for 50c each or 3 for a dollar. 



iPARENT 
 
Parents please find below the link for  the Australian Government site iParent. This is  where parents 
can learn about the digital environment and how to help your child have safe and enjoyable online  
experiences. Some of the key features include: Information about the Office of eSafety Commissioner, 
complaints and reporting, e-Safety information, education resources, social media regulation and a 
wellbeing hub. It is well worth the browse.  

iParent Link: https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/

iparent 

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP VINCENT 
 
Dear Friends, 

In February 2017, Bishop Vincent announced that the print version of Catholic Outlook (the official publication for the  
Diocese of Parramatta) will cease print publication and shift online instead to catholicoutlook.org and our various social  
media channels. 

At the time, Bishop Vincent also said, “Moving forward, I will also give consideration to the publication of a periodical in  
magazine format.” 

As it has now been over 12 months since that announcement, Bishop Vincent would like your feedback, via the below online 
survey, on how you think Catholic Outlook is progressing. Bishop Vincent would like to better understand what changes, if 
any, you would like to see to Catholic Outlook. How can it be improved? Would you like to see a periodical print magazine? 
What other changes should be made? 

The Catholic Outlook survey can be found here: www.surveymonkey.com/r/catholicoutlook 

This survey should take 5-10 minutes to complete. It is available from today and will be closed at 5pm on Monday 21 May 
2018. All responses are anonymous and confidential, unless you wish to be identified. 
 
If you have any questions about this process, please contact myself on joseph.younes@parracatholic.org or 02 8838 3435. 

UPDATE REGARDING ICAS 

Dear Parents, 
 

After much discussion  and discernment the school has decided that we will no longer be participating 
in the ICAS competitions for the following reasons: 
 

 Each year the cost of children participating in ICAS is increasing. 
 

 Only a small number of children participate each year. 
 

 The reports given do not give staff any significant information on children’s learning and how to 
assist them to improve or be challenged 

 

 The method of testing is not in line with the school’s preferred strategies that promote higher  
order thinking. 

 

http://catholicoutlook.org/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/catholicoutlook


UPDATE: PARRAMATTA AQUATIC CENTRE 

Please follow the link below to access an update of the proposed Parramatta Aquatic Centre. 

www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/poolupdate.www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/poolupdate. 

http://www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/poolupdate
http://www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/poolupdate


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sub tuum praesidium 
 

Our VISION is to be a child  

centred faith community within 
an innovative,  

interactive learning  
environment. 

 
 

Our MISSION is to – 
 

Live out the Gospel Values in a 
visibly Catholic tradition 

 

Nurture students for Christian  
Leadership 

 

Create a range of learning  
experiences which allow children 

to progress at their own level 
 

Assist our students to develop 
into independent thinkers with a 
deep sense of responsibility and 

justice 
 

Lead each individual towards 
reaching his/her potential 

 

Generate a sense of community 
and compassion in which all  

Experience belonging. 
 

Opportunity for all 

MASS TIMETABLE FOR  

ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL  

PARRAMATTA 
 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday 8.00am, 6.00pm (Vigil) 

Sunday  8.00am,  9.30am (Family) 

  11.00am (Solemn), 6.00pm 

Weekday Masses 

Mon to Fri 6.45am, 12.30pm 

Public Hol 8.00am 

 

Pastoral Team 

Bishop of Parramatta Most Rev.  

Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM CONV 

Very Rev Fr Robert Bossini  

Fr George Azhakath 

Rev Deacon Willy Limjap 

Margaret Gale ( Sacramental Coord) 

Milli Lee (Parish Admin Asst) 

Patricia Preca (Parish Secretary) 

As of 2018 we will no  

longer accept cash/cheque 

for Book  Club in the office. 

All orders will need to be 

processed through the 

LOOP platform. Please see 

instructions included in this 

newsletter. If you require 

help completing this order 

please contact Mrs Jones in 

the office.  

 

11th May  






