
Year 4 Wednesday 20/10
Finding the Main Idea



Finding the Main Idea
The main idea of a paragraph or text is the most important point that the author is
making about a topic or subject.

1. Read the title of the text. Look at the border pictures around the text. Using these
clues, what might the main idea of this text be? What makes you think this?

2. Carefully read each paragraph of the text. Do you notice any words which are
repeated, or seem important. Write them into the table below.

First Paragraph Second Paragraph

Third Paragraph Fourth Paragraph

3. Look at the words you wrote down in your table. Use these to identify the main
idea of each paragraph.

The first paragraph is about:

The second paragraph is
about:

The third paragraph is about:

The fourth paragraph is
about:



4. Which of the following could also be used as a title for this text? Highlight your
answer.

a) Rainy Days
b) Why Thunderstorms Happen
c) Why I Love Thunderstorms
d) All About Hail

5. Which of these could be included as a paragraph in this text? Highlight your
answer.

a) Fun games to play during thunderstorms
b) Rhymes and songs about thunderstorms
c) Interesting facts about thunderstorms
d) Reasons why thunderstorms are scary

6. What other main ideas could you include in this text about thunderstorms?


